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Sir: 



Application No. 09/720,568 



Remarks 



The Examiner stated that the allowed claims are directed to an apparatus, wherein (1) 
an endothermic steam reforming reaction produces hydrogen, and (2) an exothermic oxidation 
reaction oxidizes crude fuel, comprising (a) a catalytic section, (b) a fuel gas supply providing 
crude fuel, steam, and oxygen, (c) a gaseous fuel output, and (d) "a unit for particular gas flow 
regulation of fuel gas" (Office action, page 2). 

Regarding component "(d)" above, in independent claims 1 and 11, component "(d)" 
is such a unit (gas flow velocity regulation unit and gas flow direction inversion unit, 
respectively). However, in independent claim 13, component "(d)" is a catalyst stirrer unit. 

Regarding the remaining independent claims, in independent claims 18-21 and 23, the 
apparatus comprises (a) a catalytic section, (b) a crude fuel gas supply providing crude fuel 
and steam, (c) an oxidizing gas supply providing oxygen, and (d) a gaseous fuel output. In 
addition, in independent claims 18-21, the apparatus comprises (e) a heat homogenization 
unit (claim 18), a heating unit (claim 20), or an end cooling unit (claim 21). 

Should the Examiner have any questions, please contact the undersigned at the 
telephone number set forth below. 
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